
the assistant U. S. secretary, Dr. Ramon Guiteras, 75 West
55th Street, New York City, in order that they may be en-
tered in the final prosramme.

It is also requested that all physician delegates intend-
ing to go to Havana send their names to Dr. Guiteras, in
order that he may determine how many will be present
from this country.

Obituary.

GEORGE G. TARBELL, M.D.
In the death of Dr. George Grosvenor Tarbell on De-

cember 31, 1900, the communities in which he lived, Bos-
ton and Lincoln, lost a most valuable citizen who was faith-
ful in an extraordinary degree to all the duties of citizenship ;
the medical profession a member who had filled in a marked
manner many posts of honor. He graduated from Harvard
College in the Class of 1862, entered the Harvard Medi-
cal School at once and graduated from it in 1865, having
been one year of that time a medical interne at the Massa-
chusetts General Hospital.

In response to an urgent call from Governor Andrew for
surgeons in the Civil War, he became assistant surgeon and
later surgeon of the Third Massachusetts Cavalry and
served to the close of the war. He was a member of the
Loyal Legion. In May, 1866, he began practice in Hing-
ham, but removed to Boston in 1867. In April, 1868, he
was appointed physician to out patients at the Massachu-
setts Hospital, and visiting physician in 1873. Years of
most conscientious service he gave to the hospital ; his ad-
vice and counsel were always valued by his colleagues. In
the prime of his life, and ripe with experience and study
of his cases, he resigned in 1891, not because he was weary
in the service, but that the large clinical material in his
wards could thereby be used in teaching the students of
the Harvard Medical School, of whose teaching board he
was not a member. He was then appointed by the trus-
tees a consulting physician, which position he held at the
time of bis death. For many years he was one of the
trustees of the Lincoln Public Library, whose fine build-
ing was given to the town by his uncle, Mr. George Gros-
venor Tarbell, in 1884. To this institution he gave faith-
ful and efficient service, and was president of the Board
of Trustees at the time of his death.

Not alone in the practice of his profession was Dr. Tar-
bell a valued counsellor. Years of his life were given
to the Massachusetts School for the Feeble-Minded. He
became assistant superintendent of the school in Janu-
ary, 1878, and resigned in 1883. He was the execu-
tive head of the school for that period. He brought new

life to the school ; buildings were repaired, new school
rooms and dormitories were built and an entirely new stand-
ard of work was established. In his early reports be
strongly advocated the removal of the school from South
Boston to the country. One year after his resignation as

assistant superintendent he was made president of the
Board of Trustees. Largely through bis efforts the present
site of the school at Waltham was secured by the State in
1886. The location was practically selected by him. His
time and thought were given liberally to the preparation of
the plans for the new buildings. He watched and directed
every detail of arrangement and construction. Dr. Fern-
aid, the present superintendent, writes : " I cannot ex-

press what Dr. Tarbell was to the. school. His intimate
knowledge of the 600 inmates and 120 officers and em-

ployes was such that he could call most of them by name.
. . . Few of his friends knew how much time and thought he
gave to the school. . . . He had attended every Christmas
festival since 1878, except one when he was himself sick.
The grief and sorrow of the unfortunate children at his
death was most touching. ... In his death they have lost
their best friend."

The present institution, with the farm at Templeton, is
a monument to his good judgment and painstaking care.

Correspondence.
THE ARMY BILL AND THE MEDICAL DE-

PARTMENT.
Cincinnati, O., December 29, 1900.

Mr. Editor:
—

Permit me through your columns to
call the attention of the members of the American Medi-
cal Association to the fact that there is at present pending
in Congress certain proposed legislation that seriously dis-
turbs the present status and efficiency of the medical
corps of the United States Army.

The proposed law is entitled, " An Act to Increase the
Efficiency of the Military Establishment of the United
States " (Senate Bill 4,300), and in a very general way
modifies the existing organization of the army, while at
the same time it provides for a damaging and offensively
invidious discrimination againsr, the medical corps. This
fact is shown in the following particulars, namely : (1) It
decreases the percentage composition of the corps in the
grades of colonel from 3.1% to 2 4%; (2) it decreases
the percentage composition of the corps in the grade of
lieutenant-colonel from 5.2% to 3.7%; (3) it decreases
the percentage composition of the corps in the grade of
major from 26% to 18.6% ; (4) it increases the percent-
age composition of the corps in the grade of assistant sur-

geon with the ranks of captain and first lieutenant from
65% to 74.7%.The significance of these proposed changes can be un-
derstood when it is remembered that even under the exist-
ing law it requires more than eighteen years te reach the
grade of surgeon with the rank of major, while under the
proposed law it will require, at least, twenty-five years to
reach the same grade and rank. With this fact reduced
to a mathematical demonstration, the inevitable result
will be (1) that the most worthy young men will not
apply for commission, and (2) that the relatively less
worthy men, who do enter the service, discouraged by the
certain impossibility of reasonably prompt promotion, will
resign, leaving their places to be filled by untrained and
consequently less efficient men. The ultimate disaster
from this contemplated change, however, will consist
not alone in a lowered status of the medical service, but
in (1) increased disease and death rate among the men ;
(2) a diminished and otherwise weakened force in the
firing line, and (3) a material augmentation of the pen-sion roll.

In view of the foregoing facts, and, in view of the fact
that every other corps of the army is better graded than
is the medical, every member of the American Medical
Association and every member of the medical profession,is hereby earnestly solicited to send at once to his United
States senator and congressman an urgent and emphatic
protest against the proposed provisions in Senate Bill
4,300, relative to the medical corps of the United States
Army.

(Signed) Chas. A. L. Reed, M.D.,
President American Medical Association.

[The Journal has already referred to the question in
an editorial, December 20th, page 643.— Ed.]

CLIMATE IN PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS.
Boston, January 4, 1901.

Mr. Editor :
—

Since it has become evident that pa-
tients in the early stages of pulmonary tuberculosis may re-
cover in any climate by proper hygiene and treatment,
especially by outdoor life, and more especially in sanatoria,
it seems as if there was danger that the climatic factor in
treatment be overlooked or disregarded.

This, it seems to me, is unfortunate, for if there is any
climate in which patients formerly recovered by simple
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